
Art	1	Syllabus	 	 	 	 																		Mr.	Moodie	 	 	 						jmoodie@alvinisd.net	
	
This	introductory	art	course	examines	the	visual	arts	in	what	is	known	as	the	formalist	approach.	In	the	first	
semester	of	this	year-long	course,	the	major	focus	is	on	the	elements	of	art	–	line,	shape,	form,	color,	value,	
texture,	and	space.	How	these	elements	are	put	together	in	a	composition	--	the	principles	of	design	–	is	the	
foundation	of	the	second	semester;	students	will	explore	the	ways	that	well	known	artists	have	used	these	
basic	building	blocks	of	art.	We	will	explore	many	artists,	styles	&	media	and	develop	technical	&	critical	skills.		
Activities	include	studio	projects,	reading,	writing,	group	activities,	videos	and	quizzes.		All	activities	count	
toward	your	grade.		
	
Required	Materials:		
Every	Students	must	supply	a	#2	pencil	and	two	(2)	sharpie	markers	(one	Ultra	fine,	and	one	fine).		
You	have	the	choice	of	paying	a	$20.00	art	fee	($10.00	per	semester)		for	the	other	supplies	or	providing	the	
following	materials	for	successful	completion	of	the	course.	You	will	need	all	materials	or	fees	paid	in	2	weeks!			
If	you	do	not	have	the	required	materials	or	fees	paid	a	fine	will	be	placed	on	your	record	(that	means	no	
prom	or	graduation).		Make	checks	out	to	SCHS	or	cash.		The	teacher	will	give	the	student	a	receipt	for	
records.	
*Please	communicate	difficulties/emergencies	with	me.			
	

Supplies	list	(if	you	choose	to	purchase):	
1. HB,	2B,	4B	Drawing	Pencils	
2. 6B	Charcoal	Pencil	
3. 6B	Graphite	stick	
4. White	Charcoal	Pencil	
5. Pencil	Sharpener	
6. Large	Eraser	(preferable	kneaded)	

7. Ruler	
8. Glue	stick	and	Elmer’s	Glue	
9. Three	Round	Tip	Paint	brushes-	1	

small,	1	medium,	1	large	
10. Box	of	Colored	Pencils	–	24	pack	
11. Scissors	

	
Classroom	expectations:	

- Be	creative	
- Be	positive	
- Be	respectful	
- Be	responsible	
- Be	on	task	

	
Student	Goals:		

- Give	100%	on	every	project,	even	if	you	do	not	care	for	it		
- Strengthen	independent	thinking	skills		
- Gain	an	appreciation	of	how	the	arts	effect	our	daily	lives	

	
Rules:		

- Be	on	time		
- Clean	up	after	yourself		
- Do	not	waste	time,	materials,	or	the	opportunity	for	learning	something	new	
- Demonstrate	respect	for	yourself,	classmates,	and	instructors	(including	substitutes)	
- Students	must	be	dress	code	compliant		

	
	
	
	



Cell	Phone	Use:	
In	this	class	cell	phones	may	be	used	at	approved	times	indicated	by	the	teacher	ONLY:	photographing	
artwork	and	listening	to	music	quietly	(with	1	earbuds)	during	independent	work	times	ONLY.	Cell	
phones	are	not	to	be	seen	(ie)	kept	in	backpack	with	headphones	extended	out	when	listening	to	
music.	If	cell	phone	is	in	sight,	it	will	be	confiscated,	this	includes	to	constantly	change	music.	This	class	
does	not	offer	a	charging	station.	

	
In	this	class	cell	phones	are	not	for:	watching	movies/shows/videos,	texting,	taking	selfies,	snapchats,	
social	networking,	games,	or	making	calls.	
	
If	devices	become	a	distraction	or	a	disruption	to	learning	they	will	be	confiscated	after	one	warning.	

	
Penalty	Procedures:	

- 1st	Warning		
- 2nd	Conference/	Call	Home	–	Phone	taken	for	remainder	of	the	class	(arguing	constitutes	a	referral)	
- 3rd	Referral	–	Phone	taken	and	given	to	your	AP	(to	be	picked	up	at	the	end	of	the	day	or	by	parent)	

	
Grading:	
Each	student	is	graded	on	an	individual	basis.	No	cross-class	comparisons	will	be	made.	I	grade	based	on	
expectations	of	you	and	your	growth	as	an	individual.	Your	projects	will	be	graded	with	the	following	criteria	
in	mind:	

Creativity/Originality-	you	have	developed	your	own	idea	and	not	copied	someone	else's		
Use	of	Elements	and	Principles-	you	understand	the	application	of	E&P	of	art	and	design	
Craftsmanship-	you	have	taken	your	time	and	done	a	careful	job	
Understanding,	Achievement	and	Completion-	you	have	met	the	criteria	outlined	for	each	assignment	
Effort-	this	means	always	striving	for	your	personal	best	
	
A	=	Excellent,	outstanding	effort,	exceeds	expectations;	“WOW!!!”	
B	=	Strong	work,	very	good	
C	=	Fair,	adequate,	looks	finished.	
D/F=	work	does	not	demonstrate	standards	and	must	be	resubmitted	

	
Basic	Grading	Rubric:	
	
	
	
	
	



Sketchbooks:	
A	“Gimme	10”	sketchbook	assignment	will	be	given	every	day	during	the	first	ten	minutes	of	class.	Students	
will	be	expected	to	work	on	assignment	independently.	Talking	during	this	time	will	result	in	a	reduced	grade.	
Sketchbooks	will	be	graded	at	the	end	of	every	week	and	a	single	grade	for	the	entire	week	will	be	given.	Any	
missed	sketchbooks	must	be	made	up	on	the	student’s	own	time	(when	in	doubt,	draw	anything	from	direct	
observation)	Sketchbooks	account	for	student’s	daily	progress	grade.		
	

- Sketchbook	assignments	build	skill	and	technique	when	effort	is	applied	
- “Gimme	10”	assignments	are	done	in	sketchbook	daily!	
- Sketchbooks	are	graded	every	Friday.		
- Daily	sketchbook	assignments	are	worth	20	pts.	(	5	days	a	week=100)	
- Talking,	tardiness,	and	wasting	time	during	this	time	will	result	in	a	reduced	grade	

	
Classroom	Procedures:								

Entering	class-	students	begin	working	on	sketchbook	upon	entering	class.	
Materials-	students	are	expected	to	have	a	#2	pencil	with	them	every	day.	A	basic	supply	pack	will	be	
supplied	upon	payment	of	lab	fees.		These	materials	will	be	the	responsibility	of	each	student.		I	
suggest	a	small	pencil	case	to	hold	these	supplies.	
Addressing	Class-	Teacher	will	address	the	class	daily.		Every	student	is	responsible	for	the	information,	
examples,	and	announcements	given.	
Student	work-	students	present	in	class	are	expected	to	work	in	class	
Sketchbook	turn	in-	students	complete	and	turn	in	sketchbooks	on	every	Friday	and	will	be	retuned	
the	following	Monday.	
Projects-	Students	begin	work	on	projects	after	daily	instructions;	Directions	and	examples	are	located	
on	board	for	the	duration	of	the	project,	including	due	dates,	reminders,	suggestions,	and	other	
pertinent	information.	
Project	turn	in-	students	complete	a	self-critique,	paper	clip	critique	to	art	work,	and	turn	in.	
Demonstrations-	All	students	are	responsible	for	all	information	given	during	demonstrations,	lectures,	
and	presentations.	
Absences-Students	are	responsible	for	all	work/assignments	missed.	
Class	work-	Students	are	expected	to	be	on	task	for	the	duration	of	class	time.	
Clean	up:	Students	are	responsible	for	cleaning	work	area	and	returning	ALL	supplies.															
Dismissal:	Students	remain	in	seat	until	teacher	dismisses	class.	(no	lining	up	at	the	door)	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 



Dear Student & Parents: 
 
I am delighted about your interest in fine arts and about working with you this year.  Hopefully, this syllabus has 
provided sufficient information regarding curriculum, expectations and the grading policy.  The keys to success in 
this program are regular attendance, a positive attitude and good work habits.  If you have questions, please ask.  I 
read email daily and respond promptly.  I am available during tutorial times during mega-lunch and often after 
school (please make appointments as needed). 
              
Instead of simply charging the $20 lab fee for this art class, I am providing the opportunity for students to find 
and purchase their own basic materials. These are the basic materials, there may be other requests for simple 
supplies (cardboard, soda cans, found objects, and still life objects that will cost very little to nothing). Hopefully, 
this will encourage better care of materials needed for successful completion of class.  Take advantage of 
bargains!  If finances are a problem, please let me know as soon as possible. 
            
I anticipate that this class will be an exciting, productive experience and look forward to sharing art work with 
parents, the school and the community.  Check the SCHS website for the student gallery and social media. 
Your signatures on the preceding page acknowledges that you are aware of and support these course expectations.                                                                                               
 
Sincerely,          
 
Jason L Moodie 
	

  



#-------------------#-------------------#-------------------#-------------------#-------------------#----------- 
I understand the rules, expectations and consequences of this class. I also understand how I 
am being evaluated and graded and have read and understand this syllabus and have 
asked questions about the procedures and expectations. I will give my best effort toward 
meeting class expectations. If I have future questions, I will contact the Mr. Moodie using the 
information located at the top of page one.  
 
Student (printed): _______________________________________________________     
 
Signature: ______________________________________________________________  
 
 
Parents/Guardians: Students are asked to show you the course syllabus. Please sign here to 

let me know that happened. Thank you. *Return it signed within one week.  (10 pts)   
 

 
Parent/Guardian (printed): ________________________________________________     
 
Signature: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Current home phone:  _____________________________________________________  
 
Parent’s email address (es):  _______________________________________________ 
 
                                                 _______________________________________________ 
  
Course goals 

1. Demonstrate basic skill building in drawing and painting production, applying the fundamentals of 
the elements and principles of fine art and design. 

2. Experience not only art production, but also artistic philosophy, art criticism, and art history. 
3. Analyze and make critical assessments about artworks. 
4. Respond appropriately to a variety of inquiries related to the curriculum. 
5. Produce artwork that shows individual creativity and problem solving ability. 

 
Course Objectives 

1. Students will design individual artworks based on design elements and principles as well as 
responses to historical, philosophical and cultural prompts. 

2. Students will use appropriate vocabulary in the verbal and written description and analysis of 
their work. 

3. Students will participate in historical and cultural discussions about the philosophy of art. 
4. Student s will create artwork of acceptable quality using the techniques of graphite drawing, pen 

and ink, colored pencil, water color, tempera, multi-media collage, ceramics, 3-d  media,  and 
acrylic paints. 

	


